
F EDERAL C O MMUNICAT IONS C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

O F",ICl!t OF 
THE CHAlftMAN 

The Honorable Ed Pastor 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2465 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Pastor: 

August 11 , 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for tbe Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your Jetter has been entered into 
the record and will be given carefu I consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and l agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we bave taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, inclucting minority and 
womeD-<>wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission bas recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly wben combined witb fmaocial 
entanglemeDtS and other sharing agreements, is troubling. TI1e um'linding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independeDt televisioD station owners in 
smaller- aDd medium-sized markets. Second, we clar ified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could inlprove access to capital for minority
aod women-owned businesses. Tilird, the Commission bas proposed to reinstate a number of 
ru les to assist e ligible entities and small businesses in tl1e context oftlle broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly. l recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance tJ1e ability of small and growing bus inesses to 
paiticipate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actio11s will help reverse the decline of divers ity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving tl1is goa l is far from complete. I look fo1ward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2-The Honorable Ed Pastor 

I appreciate this opponunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;;-/4-
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERA L C O MMU NICATIONS C O MMISSION 

W ASHINGT ON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Donald Payne 
U.S. House of Representatives 
103 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Payne: 

August 11 , 20 14 

Thank you fo r your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific p roceedings you have referenced, your lener has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, 1 assure you 1.har our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent witl1 ample opportuniry for tl1e public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statist ics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of tl1ese 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for 1ruly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and med.ium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital form inority
and women-ovvned busu1esses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reillstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entit ies and small businesses in ilie context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, l recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed R11/emaking that 
proposes specific rule changes lo enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope tl1ese actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity movillg forward. 



Page 2- The Honorable Donald Payne 

l appreciate this opportunity lo respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely. 

-:;;;;/;(/-
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C OMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIO N 

W ASHING T ON 

OfflCE: OF 
THE CHA IAM,_N 

Tue Honorable Charles Rangel 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2354 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Rangel: 

August 11, 2014 

Thank you fo r your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wi ll be open and transparent with ample opportunjty for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

l understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidat ion in the 
American media ownershjp landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women--0wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). TI1e prevaJence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownershjp rules, particularly when combined with financial 
en tanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements couJd unlock more opportunities for truJy independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our mies regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that cou ld inlprove access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. l11ird, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

WWJe we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of djversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achleving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote a11d protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2- The Honorable Charles Rangel 

I appreciate this opportuni ty 10 respond to your ~houghtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;;-4 
Tom Wheeler 



F E DER A L C OMMU NICATIONS C OMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

0"11'tCC. OF 
TttE C:MAlftMAN 

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2330 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Roybal-Allard: 

August l l, 2014 

Thank you for your letter reconunending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given carefu I consideration. Additionally, 1 assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and J agree that the statist ics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportun.ities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women~wned businesses. 

First, as you know, tbe Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Se1vice Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and tl1e potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. ll1e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital form inority
and women-owned businesses. TI:llrd, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context oflhe broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly , l recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope tllese actions will help reverse I.he decline of diversity in tl1e industry, 
our work at the Conunission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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l appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-;;;;;-g(/ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMU N ICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHI N G T ON 

o,-,.1c1: o,.. 
TH£: Cto!AlftMAN' 

August 11, 2014 

The Honorable Raul Ruiz 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1319 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Ruiz: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice tbeir views and concerns. 

I understand your concern Ll1at an apparent recent trend of consolidation in tbe 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are tar too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small btL~inesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership ru les, particularly when combined with financia l 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is trou bling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action lhal could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Titlrd, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
ru les to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
ru les. Lastly , I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in tne industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways co more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward . 
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I appreciate this opportunily lo respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely. 

-;;;;;-4. 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATI O N S C O MMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OrFICE OF 
THE CHA I RM.AN 

The Honorable Bobby Rush 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2268 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Rush: 

August ll, 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. P lease know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wil l be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consol.idation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troub ling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are fur too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particu larly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could un lock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
ru les to assist e ligible entities and sma.11 businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently c irculated a Competitive Bidding Noliceof Proposed R11/e111aking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving th is goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect d iversity moving forward. 
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1 appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-y;;;-/;(/_ 
Tom Wheeler 



F E DERAL C OMMUNICATIONS C OMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

0FFlCE OF 
THE CHAIRM-'H 

1l1e Honorable Loretta Sanchez 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August 11 , 2014 

1114 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Sanchez: 

Thank you for your lener recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public inte.rest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you l1ave referenced, your letter has been en tered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings w ill be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

1 understand your concern th.at an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
miJ1ority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportun.ities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership mies, particu larly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. TI1e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaUer- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capita l for minority
and women-owned businesses . Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible ent ities and smaU businesses in the conte>.'t of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking tbat 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance theabilily of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectnnn auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of divers ity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward . 



Page 2-The Honorable Loretta Sanchez 

I appreciate lhis opportunity lo respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;;/;(/ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL. C O MMUNICATIONS C OMMISSIO N 

W ASHINGT ON 

0~FtC£ OF 
THI: C HAl,_MA.N 

The Honorable David Scott 
U.S. House of Representatives 
225 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Scott: 

August 1 l, 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, r assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

1 understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women.-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women~wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its ru les to attribute certaio 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence oftl1ese JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particu larly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. 111e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent televis ion station owners in 
smaUer- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding fore ign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, tbe Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
mies to assist eligible entities and smaU businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rnles. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rnle changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will belp reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. l look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity co respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Tom Wbeeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THlt CHAIRMAN 

TI1e Honorable Robert Scott 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August 11, 2014 

1201 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Scott: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. P lease know tbat, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
tbe record and will be given carefu l consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

r understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and 1 agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveaJ numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission bas recently updated its rules to attribute ce1tain 
television Joint Se1vice Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
ru les to assist el igible entities and small businesses in the context of tl1e broadcast ownership 
ru les. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the abil ity of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in llie industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2-The Honorable Robert Scott 

I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

~4 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

0FF1CE 0 ,

T"Ht; C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Terri Sewell 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August 11, 2014 

1133 Longworth House Office Building 
Washingcon, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congresswoman Sewell: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
app ly in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. P lease know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered inco 
the record and will be given carefu I consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wi ll be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public LO 

voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recencly updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly wheu combined with fmancial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. 111e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Secoud, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capita l for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in tbe context of the broadcast ownership 
ru les. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rule making that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance tbe ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving th is goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2-l11e Honorable Terri Sewell 

I appreciate this opportunity co respond to your ihoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-i;;;j{/_ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C O MMUNICATIONS C O MMISSION 

WASHINGT ON 

O FFICE. OF 
T H E CH It.I AMA N 

The Honorable Mark Takano 
U.S. House of Representatives 

August I I, 2014 

1507 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Takano: 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally , I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wi ll be open and transparent with aniple oppo1tunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern !hat an apparent recent trend of consolidation in !he 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree !hat the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations revea.I numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportrn1i1ies for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recenlly updated its rules to attribute certain 
televis ion Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could un lock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our ru les regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action !hat could inlprove access to capital form inority
and women-ovmed businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entit ies and smal.I businesses in the context ofU1e broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaldng that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope U1ese actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful commenis. 

Sincerely, 

-:;;;-~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL. C O MMUNICATIONS C OMMISSION 

W ASHINGT ON 

OFFICE OF 
TH!t C H AIRM AN 

The Honorable Bennie Thompson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2466 Rayburn House Office Building 
Wasbingtou, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Thompson: 

August 11 , 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles fo r the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, 1 assure you that our merger 
review proceedings wiU be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
belp create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particu larly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more oppo1tunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our mies regarding fore ign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligib le entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decl.ine of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving th is goal is far from complete. I look forward lo 
continuing to tind ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 



Page 2- The Honorable Bennie Thompson 

I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely, 

;;;;-/£/-
Tom Wheeler 



F E D ERAL C O MMUN ICAT IONS C O MM ISSIO N 

W ASHI N GT O N 

0 F l"ICt: OY 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Marc Veasey 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
414 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Congressman Veasey: 

August 11, 20 14 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter bas been entered into 
the record and wil l be given careful consideration. Addit ionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings will be open and transparent with an1ple opportunity for the public to 
vo ice their views and concerns . 

I understand your concern that an apparen t recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportunities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

first, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
telev ision Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). lbe prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
c ircumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particu larly when combined with financ ia l 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. TI1e unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regard ing foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could improve access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses. Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist e ligib le entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
ru les. Lastly, I recently circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Ru/emaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of d iversity in the industry, 
our work at tl1e Corn.mission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward . 



Page 2- The Honorable Marc Veasey 

I appreciate this opportunity co respond to your thoughtful commenis. 

Sincerely, 

-;;;;;-~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F E DERAL C O MMUNICATIONS C O MMISSION 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
T HE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Maxine Waters 
U.S. House of Representatives 
222.1 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 205 I 5 

Dear Congresswoman Waters: 

August 11, 2014 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Additionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceediags will be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 
voice their views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportwlities for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-<>wned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreemeats (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, particularly when combined with financial 
entanglements and other sharing agreemenrs, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaUer- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could iniprove access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses . Third, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the coatext of the broadcast ownership 
rules. Lastly, 1 recen tly circulated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that 
proposes specific rule changes to enhance the ability of small and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse tlie decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commissioa in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
coatinuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this oppo1tunity to respond to your 1houghrful comments. 

Sincerely, 

-;;;;;-/!{/. 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDE RAL. C O MMUNICAT IONS C O M MISSION 

W ASHINGT ON 

0 '1'1Ce: OF 
THI! CHAIRMAN 

TI1e Honorable Frederica Wi lson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
208 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Wilson: 

August 11, 20 14 

Thank you for your letter recommending guiding principles for the Commission to 
apply in considering whether a proposed merger serves the public interest. Please know that, 
with respect to the specific proceedings you have referenced, your letter has been entered into 
the record and will be given careful consideration. Addit ionally, I assure you that our merger 
review proceedings w ill be open and transparent with ample opportunity for the public to 

' ' '' 

voice the ir views and concerns. 

I understand your concern that an apparent recent trend of consolidation in the 
American media ownership landscape is troubling, and I agree that the statistics regarding 
minority- and/or women-owned broadcast stations reveal numbers that are far too low. 
Outside of the context of specific merger proceedings, we have taken some concrete actions to 
help create more opportmuties for small businesses and new entrants, including minority and 
women-owned businesses. 

First, as you know, the Commission has recently updated its rules to attribute certain 
television Joint Service Agreements (JSAs). The prevalence of these JSAs, and the potential 
circumvention of our local TV ownership rules, part icularly when combined with financia l 
entanglements and other sharing agreements, is troubling. The unwinding of some of these 
agreements could unlock more opportunities for truly independent television station owners in 
smaller- and medium-sized markets. Second, we clarified our rules regarding foreign 
investment in broadcast stations, an action that could inlprove access to capital for minority
and women-owned businesses . Thi rd, the Commission has proposed to reinstate a number of 
rules to assist eligible entities and small businesses in the context of the broadcast ownership 
ru les. Lastly, I recently c irculated a Competitive Bidding Notice of Proposed R11/emaking that 
proposes specific mle changes to enhance the ability of smal 1 and growing businesses to 
participate in spectrum auctions. 

While we hope these actions will help reverse the decline of diversity in the industry, 
our work at the Commission in achieving this goal is far from complete. I look forward to 
continuing to find ways to more effectively promote and protect diversity moving forward. 
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I appreciate this opportunity to respond to your thoughtful comments. 

Sincerely. 

-;;;/t(/. 
Tom Wheeler 


